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Cambridge Nazareth Trust (CNT) was established nearly thirty years ago with the express purpose of assisting in
the education of young Christians in the Holy Land. In that time, we have contributed over £600,000 to the schools
of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem (LPJ).
Many Christians are emigrating from the Holy Land because of the continuing difficulties there. The numbers of
‘Living Stones’, the direct descendants of the earliest followers of Jesus, are falling to crisis levels. Through
education, we encourage the Christian communities to play their part in the future development of their lands. Your
donations act as a bridge, reminding these struggling Christian communities that they are not alone and your support
gives them hope. Education has the power to transform lives.

As well as a figurative bridge, CNT provided a physical bridge at Fuheis School to provide safe crossing across a busy
road between two parts of the school. The teachers also are a bridge, as shown at the Jesuit Centre in Amman during
recent training. October 2016.
Your unwavering commitment and the dedication of partners, supporters and individual
benefactors has enabled CNT to help the schools of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem (LPJ).

CNT helps with school fees
LPJ schools receive no state funding except a smal but decreasing amount in Israel. The forty-four LPJ Schools
in Jordan, Palestine and Israel, with over 23,000 students. The LPJ schools are proud of the good, broad and balanced
education that they provide, particularly for girls. They are well respected in their local communities by Christians
and Muslims alike. LPJ schools operate an open-door policy, welcoming Christian and non-Christian students who,
by working together, acquire mutual tolerance and understanding. CNT supports many of the students who cannot
even afford the very small fees, sending regular payments of £10,000 for this purpose.
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CNT helps with LPJ Scholarship Scheme
In 2016, CNT sent £5,000 to support Christian students whilst they are at University. Fr Imad Twal, General
Aministrator of the LPJ, was most grateful for this valuable contribution.

Smiling girls and boys enjoying English classes in Madaba in Jordan

CNT helps to train LPJ teachers of English
Improved Teacher Training is a high priority for the LPJ
Responding to a request for help with the training of English teachers, an ambitious programme of training was started
in 2011. No training is provided by the governments and the LPJ has insufficient funds to provide its own training.
Fluency in English cannot be underestimated. It is the language of higher education in the Holy Land and is the
passport to work in a land where unemployment is very high. CNT contributed £5,000 to the early stages of this
project.
In this time, many LPJ teachers of English have received training on line. They then participated in workshops and
seminars delivered in Ramallah and Amman by specialist language teachers from Lewis School of English in
Southampton. These highly committed teachers enthusiastically embraced change and rapidly acquired confidence
in their new-found skills. When the tutors returned to observe them in their classrooms, they could see that
transformation was underway.

2016: Interaction and absorption in training sessions in Ramallah and Amman
Some Jordanian teachers also attended higher level training in England and now lead training, cascading best practice
in their own and other LPJ schools. Reports from visits to their schools have noted an impressive command of English.
More significantly, these teaching methods being applicable to other subject areas, have helped with the general
transformation of teaching and learning within LPJ schools.
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As part of its educational outreach, CNT provided £7,000 for a ‘Train the Trainer’ project. The tutors
went to Ramallah in May 2016 and delivered high level training to fourteen teachers (one from each LPJ school
in Palestine and Israel, including the seminary). This challenging training proved highly successful, creating a strong
cohort of trainers for the Palestinian and Israeli schools. Dr Said Saidam, the Minster of Education for the Palestinian
Authority, was impressed with these innovative initiatives.

Fr Faysal Hijazeen, the Director of Education in Palestine and Israel, and his school Principals were ready to use this
expertise in INSET training. Sadly, Fr Faysal died suddenly in July 2016. His teachers, whom he called ‘candles
shining the way forward for their pupils’, are cascading best practice. His successor, Fr Iyad Twal, welcomes
any help we can provide.

May 2016 (L) Margaret Waddingham with Abeer from Beit Sahour and the late Fr Faysal
(R) Successful teachers and tutors in Ramallah!
October 2016 English Project 2 Training in Amman
Another training project in October 2106, overseen by Margaret Waddingham, the new Chairman of CNT, provided
specialist training for fifteen teachers, selected from LPJ schools in Jordan for their ability to share expertise by Suha
Haddadin, LPJ Director of Education in Jordan. They were joined by Arwa, formerly an LPJ teacher in Zerka, who
will be working with Parishes for Peace (www.parishesforpeace.com), helping Iraqi refugees to improve their
English.
Suha posted videos of the sessions on Facebook, saying that ‘this will have a ripple effect’, with the first posting
receiving 1,800 hits. Principals rang daily to record their admiration and delight in having access to these techniques.

“I started with the techniques that you gave us. I used the concept and the context
and the target language - order of adjectives - it was really amazing and the students
love it. They asked if the course taught us these techniques. When I said yes, one
of them said ‘Ohhhh so no problem with another week for things new’☺.
Thank you again and thanks to the whole group.”

Marina Zamawi, Fuheis Secondary School, November 2016

Funds for this training were provided by the generous Advent 2015 Project in Fareham and Portchester Parishes and
an individual benefactor. You can help by organising a parish project – contact us for help.
CNT plans to fund a follow up course in Amman in Spring 2017.
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CNT continues to support Summer Camps
In 2015, CNT gave £5,000 towards the cost of the summer camps run by LPJ parishes in Palestine and
Jordan. These camps keep children occupied during the long summer months when poverty and Israeli travel
restrictions make it impossible for families to travel and enjoy a summer holiday. CNT has previously supported UK
university undergraduates who spent their Julys in the West Bank. Reassuringly, many of these keep in touch with
their Palestinian friends through social media, saying that ‘they [the volunteers] had gained more than they
had given’.
Refugee Support
The LPJ schools are places of refuge, safety and protection. In Jordan, they provide afternoon lessons for refugees.
Shireen Hijazeen, who received training through the English Project, is Principal for four hundred Syrian refugees
using her school premises after normal hours. As Michael Binyon wrote in The Times on 31 October: ‘Lessons in
English provide both therapy and hope for traumatised Syrians who have fled to neighbouring
countries’. By assisting the schools in their teaching of English, we have indirectly supported them in their
humanitarian care for refugees.

October 2016 (L) Shireen Hijazeen, Rula Sawalha (TESOL trained in 2012) and Margaret at Jubeiha school
(R) Heads, shoulders, knees and toes (in English!) with Rosanna and Margaret at Fuheis Elementary school
The pupils and teachers are amazed and delighted to know that so many people care and pray for them
and they thank you very much for your solidarity and generosity of spirit. SHUKRAN.
The Christians in the Holy Land urgently need your support to ensure continuing education for their
children and to promote peace in all communities.
Members of CNT will be pleased to visit parishes and schools to give presentations on request to Margaret, whose
contact details are shown below. All trustees regularly visit the Holy Land at their own expense to acquaint themselves
with the position of the people whom the Trust is supporting
You can help by:
- sending (on line or by cheque payable to Cambridge Nazareth Trust) a donation which can be gift aided
- making a regular payment by standing order which can be gift aided
- organising a fundraising event in your parish
Donations should please be sent to the Treasurer, Phil Parker, 10 West End, Wilburton, CB6 3RE. The bank
account name is Cambridge Nazareth Trust and the account is held at Santander Bank,
sort code 09-01-52, account number 82994505.
The trustees of CNT are Margaret Waddingham (Chairman), Bernard Whyte, Mgr Eugene Harkness and
Benedict McHugo (Secretary). Phil Parker is the Treasurer and Rt Rev Alan Hopes, Bishop of East Anglia, is
the patron.
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